This paper gives a brief overview on practices of archiving and re-using social scientific data in Poland. We start from drafting our diagnosis of the field, then move to some concrete examples of relevant initiatives. Most of them are of non academic character and are focused on oral history documentation and research project (which we count among qualitative research); some examples of longitudinal studies are also mentioned. Finally we are trying to formulate key problems impeding development of the field -without loosing conviction, they will be overcome.
To what extent is data sharing or archiving for re-use part of the research culture in Poland?
Based on the example of probably all social sciences it might be said that data sharing is not a part of research culture at all. There has been no academic tradition of such kind in social sciences in Poland. Although the problem is being brought up at least occasionally no significant change has been noticed within the rather conservative sociological main stream. Furthermore, whereas some social scientists are skeptical about sharing their own data, others, e.g. anthropologist, are reluctant even to use qualitative data not gathered by themselves (their motto: the researcher has to soak in the atmosphere of the field", "only he/she knows what is the real meaning of the collected materials, because he/she was there, usually for a long period, he/she experienced the situation and as a consequence only he/she can properly interpret the data"). Therefore, it is more likely that using someone else's qualitative data in a project (obviously with a permission of the author) might cause deep methodological concerns of more experienced colleagues rather than arouse academic interest or approval.
As a result, on the level of everyday practice most of the data collected in the field has a "disposable" character. Once the publication is ready they find their place in the researcher's desk drawer. Exceptions are being made for close co-workers, assistants, selected PhD and MA students, mostly in the situations when they join particular research teams and/or continue the work of their predecessors (very often their supervisors).
Apart from what Paul Thompson called "sitting on data" there is also an important question of reliability of sources. For instance most of the contemporary Polish historians treat sources like recorded interviews as untrustworthy. The dominant approach in historiography has been deeply positivistic and, as such, too strict to develop research based on oral history interviewing. This group of researchers had to deal also with a problem of political character. Oral history has been often understood as some sort of
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by Piotr Binder and Piotr Filipkowski 1 IASSIST Quarterly "history from below" or as "giving voice to the voiceless", which before 1989 was ideologically uncomfortable and treated as suspicious in the official historiography in Poland.
What is interesting is that institutions and projects that are oriented towards archiving qualitative data do exist. This report provides many examples of such initiatives. Although some of them are relatively advanced, they do not compose a network, but constitute rather a group of dispersed and diversified projects facing similar problems and very often competing with each other especially in the area of funding. However what must be stressed -and this is crucial for this document -is that archiving institutions function practically outside academia. Contacts between both sides are loose and based on individual rather than inter-institutional cooperation.
The existence of one only -and until now not a very successful one -official archive of qualitative data affiliated at the academic institution in Poland proves that changing the existing patterns and introducing new ones is not an easy task to do. Nevertheless, the authors would like to believe that with efficient cooperation and exchange of information as well as with effective promotion of good practices some "qualitative change" will be possible even within very conservative Polish academic circles.
Existing qualitative archiving infrastructure:
After what has been stated in the introduction one can expect not to read much about existing infrastructure for archiving qualitative data of an academic character in Poland. To a vast extent those intuitions are true, because at the present time there is only one enterprise of such kind.
Qualitative Data Archive [Archiwum Danych Jakościowych ADJ] 2
ADJ is an initiative of a group of researchers from the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences (IFiS PAN) to establish an archive of qualitative data. Unfortunately, after almost five years of experiences it is still at its very initial stage. Problems with financing as well as with the common practice of not sharing gathered data have limited development and expansion. The milieu of researchers involved in this initiative grows slowly, however, working pro-bono they keep collecting qualitative data. Apart from those coming from their personal research project (e.g. over 200 interviews with young people gathered within a project Generation 1989) they managed to save the entire collection of fieldwork materials from 1970s and 1980s (from tape-recorded interviews and fieldwork notes to photographs and family budgets) of the team of Professor Andrzej Siciński (which is discussed below).
In the last months there has been more intensive discussion at the Polish Academy of Science on the need to develop and expand qualitative archiving. We would like to start with data collections produced in different project realised within the Academy, but also start collecting 'external' data. The key obstacle is lack of additional funds for this initiative.
Existing qualitative archiving infrastructure of nonacademic character
Oral History Archive of the KARTA Centre and History Meeting House 3 in Warsaw This was the first Polish initiative that started to record, collect and archive qualitative data in a systematic way on a wider scale. Until now it is also the biggest and the most diversified collection of qualitative data in Poland.
Karta started in the early 1980's as a milieu of young dissidents who decided to oppose the official system through gathering, preserving and publicizing documentation (including: memoires, diaries, interviews, pictures, documents etc.) regarding individuals and groups "forgotten" or rather neglected in the political mainstream. In the 1980's KARTA managed to establish the so called Eastern Archive, where approximately 1200 interviews with Poles repressed by the Soviet State were stored. Additionally, KARTA's activists were conducting interviews with Polish dissidents, people who, in various ways, actively opposed the communist system before 1989.
These two experiences were of a decisive character. In 2002 a decision was made to invite KARTA to participate in the Mauthausen Survivors Documentation Project. It was the biggest European oral history project devoted to a single Nazi concentration camp. Over 860 interviews were conducted all over the Europe in the United States and Israel. KARTA recorded and elaborated over 160 biographical narrative interviews with Polish Mauthausen survivors. The strong position of KARTA was highlighted by the fact that, unlike in other participating countries, the Polish part of the project was coordinated by a nonacademic institution.
The experience of the Mauthausen Project forced KARTA to establish a permanent Oral History Programme and create a modern oral history archive. The process that started at that time has had a long and difficult history. However thanks to generous support of institutions like the European Commission, the Polish Senate (the upper chamber of the parliament), German Foundation "Remembrance, Responsibility and Future" and the Polish Committee of Scientific Research, within the past few years KARTA has completed several significant oral history projects. Nevertheless it needs to be stressed that the financial side of creating an entirely new archiving infrastructure without stable institutional or state support is particularly challenging.
The archive could not function and develop so intensively without the support of the History Meeting House (HMH), a municipal institution of culture established in 2006 on Karta's initiative. The archive itself belongs to both institutions (physically it is located at the History Meeting House). Thanks to this co-operation the oral history collection could be digitalised (including the interviews collected in 1980's), catalogued and partly published on the website: www.audiohistoria.pl (full access available on the premises of HMH). Each interview is accompanied with a questionnaire, biographical data of the interviewee and short description of the narrative together with interviewer's remarks regarding the interview situation. Unfortunately, due to the lack of sufficient sources only selected stories could be transcribed.
Museum of Warsaw Uprising 4
Shortly after its opening in 2004 a separate oral history unit was established to conduct, collect and make accessible interviews with Polish soldiers of the Warsaw Uprising. Up to now approximately 2000 video interviews have been recorded. Edited transcripts are available online, with full recordings at the premises of the museum. In 2008 the museum published a catalogue of its oral history collection. The Museum of Warsaw Uprising is a state funded institution with a stable budget. Its oral history archive is additionally supported on a regular basis by one of the biggest Polish banks.
Brama Grodzka -Teatr NN In Lublin 5
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The institution itself has existed since 1990, and its oral history programme since 1998. Brama Grodzka is active in the Lublin area (in the South-East of Poland) the region that until WWII was particularly multi-ethnic and multicultural. Although its pre-war past constitutes the main focus of interest, the institution is also running other related projects e.g. to WWII or democratic opposition in Poland.
Brama Grodzka has collected and archived approximately 800 audio (and some video) interviews. Partial access to this collection is possible over the internet, full at the premises of the institution. Brama Grodzka cooperates with Public Radio Lublin, which created the Oral History Studio. As a municipal cultural institution it is maintained by the city of Lublin.
These are the biggest and most advanced (also in archiving and reusing) Oral History initiatives in Poland. Since several years, there are many smaller projects operating at the moment. Some of them are listed at the end (see Appendix II). These various activities in the field of oral history are not only dispersed but there is also very little discussion and cooperation between them. However the need to integrate the milieu has already been perceived. In autumn 2007 the first international conference on oral history in Poland was organized in Kraków (Oral History: The Art of Dialogue). This event was followed by the setting up of the Polish Oral History Association in January 2009. The platform for discussions, exchange has appeared. One of the goals is to create a database covering all Polish oral history initiatives and introduce common standards of description and archiving of collected material.
Qualitative longitudinal (QLL) data
(i.e., data of diverse formats (interviews, videos etc.) addressing time and temporality gathered in follow-up and repeat cross sectional studies, and retrospective studies such as life and oral histories)
Due to the fact that there is no access to data collections of most of academic research projects we have decided to provide some examples -although not many -of: longitudinal studies or projects involving follow-up studies, repeated studies or retrospective studies. Additionally, where possible, contact details of the heads of the projects or people who possess collected data sets are provided.
1) Repeated monographs of local communities:
Monographs of local communities along with the analyses of personal documents and competitions of memoirs once gained the title of being the "calling card" of Polish empirical sociology (to mention only "The Polish Peasant in Europe and America" edited by F. Znaniecki and W.I. Thomas, 1918-1920) .
Chronologically the first monographs in Poland were written by ethnographers. The greatest achievement of the 19th century was The People, an 86-volume work by Oskar Kolberg. The beginning of the 20th century was a time of 'economic' monographs e.g. by Franciszek Bujak (1901 Bujak ( , 1903 . Those monographs that are regarded in Polish sociology as "sociological" appeared only after that and were usually focused on a particular problem -so called problem monographs e.g. The Polish-German Antagonism in the Factory Settlement "Kopalnia" in Upper Silesia by Józef Chałasiński (1935) .
Although neglected in the 1970s, they have been recently gaining interest, together with the growing popularity of the ideas of localism and local problems in social sciences in Poland after 1989. 
Examples of quantitative longitudinal research conducted in Poland
Development planning:
Although thank to various initiatives a significant amount of qualitative data have been collected over recent years, there are serious gaps within the existing framework: a) Data sharing or archiving for re-use is not a part of the research culture within the field of social sciences in Poland; b) Social scientists are not only reluctant to share the data collected by themselves, but also to use the available data collected by other researchers. As an effect only a very little involvement of the academic researchers in the initiatives devoted to collecting qualitative data can be observed; c) There is no balance between collecting data and analysing it. What is more, some of the institutions mentioned in this report focus entirely on collecting data. The task they fulfil is very important; however it would be very good if the qualitative material gathered with so much investment of time, effort and financial sources aroused interest of the analysts as well. d) There is still very little communication between institutions collecting qualitative data on various levels. This lack of exchange of sometimes basic information causes situations when several projects overlap with each other or even repeat the same type of interviews with the same people over a short period of time. e) Institutions collecting qualitative data constantly suffer shortages of financial sources to the extent that very often they do not have enough money for the creation of professional catalogues and computer databases, and furthermore, not enough for good quality recordings that could be used later as audio/video materials (and not only the basis for transcriptions).
f ) The Personal Data Protection Act from 1997 constitutes a separate question. Despite the fears of many researchers, its introduction was not the end of social research in Poland. Institutions and research teams have to follow certain regulations, however conducting research (including research of a longitudinal character) and collecting data is still very much possible. Therefore it is not entirely clear why the group of sociologists from Torun claims that they were "forced" to reshape their longitudinal project whereas the team of Professor Słomczyński from the Polish Academy of Sciences continues its work (discussed above).
In terms of priorities for development over the next three years, the main priority is probably a gradual change in the dominant research patterns and practices within the area of social sciences. This naturally will be a long-term process, nevertheless certain actions could be taken. A strategy of building closer relations with academia based on already existing infrastructure (although its condition is not satisfactory) seems to be a natural direction.
Financial support is always very much appreciated, however existing organizations (IASSIST, CESSDA) could provide something equally important, namely intellectual support. Polish institutions dealing with archiving of the qualitative data are still very little advanced, therefore assistance and advice of more experienced partners might help avoid many mistakes and thereby have a significant influence on future development.
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2) The Civil Code (within the scope of research among children And -last but not least -there are memorial sites, especially of former concentration camps, which collect, archive and make accessible oral history interviews with survivors. Most of these interviews are thematic ones -they focus on the camp experience. Most of these, however, treat texts of transcripts as the primary source and neglect the recordings. 
